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Grade 6 Sample Test Prompt

Organization

Your essay should

 Target a specific audience and purpose

 Organize clear ideas into meaningful sequence

The cafeteria serves some foods people like and some they don’t like. Th ink about
three different foods that you would like the cafeteria manager to serve that you
can’t get now in the cafeteria.

Write a letter to the cafeteria manager convincing her to serve each of the three new
foods that you are suggesting.

Remember to edit for spel ling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric – Official Scoring Guide

ORGANIZATION

6
The organization enhances the central idea(s) and its
development.  The order and structure are compelling and
move the reader through the text easily.  The writing is
characterized by
 effective, perhaps creative, sequencing; the

organizational structure fits the topic, and the writing
is easy to follow.

 a strong, inviting beginning that draws the reader in
and a strong satisfying sense of resolution or closure.

 smooth, effective transitions among all elements
(sentences, paragraphs, and ideas).

 details that fit where placed.

5
The organization enhances the central idea(s) and its
development.  The order and structure are strong and
move the reader through the text.  The writing is
characterized by.
 effective sequencing; the organizational structure

fits the topic, and the writing is easy to follow.
 an inviting beginning that draws the reader in and a

satisfying sense of resolution or closure.
 smooth, effective transitions among all elements

(sentences, paragraphs, and ideas).
 details that fit where placed.

4
Organization is clear and coherent.  Order and structure
are present, but may seem formulaic. The writing is
characterized by
 clear sequencing.
 an organization that may be predictable.
 a recognizable, developed beginning that may not

be particularly inviting; a developed conclusion that
may lack subtlety.

 a body that is easy to follow with details that fit
where placed.

 transitions that may be stilted or formulaic.
 organization which helps the reader, despite some

weaknesses.

3
An attempt has been made to organize the writing;
however, the overall structure is inconsistent or skeletal.
The writing is characterized by
 attempts at sequencing, but the order or the

relationship among ideas may occasionally be
unclear.

 a beginning and an ending which, although present,
are either undeveloped or too obvious (e.g. “My topic
is...”, “These are all the reasons that…”)

 transitions that sometimes work.  The same few
transitional devices (e.g., coordinating conjunctions,
numbering, etc.) may be overused.

 a structure that is skeletal or too rigid.
 placement of details that may not always be effective.
 organization which lapses in some places, but helps

the reader in others.

2
The writing lacks a clear organizational structure.  An
occasional organizational device is discernible;
however, the writing is either difficult to follow and the
reader has to reread substantial portions, or the piece is
simply too short to demonstrate organizational skills.
The writing is characterized by
 some attempts at sequencing, but the order or the

relationship among ideas is frequently unclear.
 a missing or extremely undeveloped beginning,

body, and/or ending.
 a lack of transitions, or when present, ineffective or

overused.
 a lack of an effective organizational structure.
 details that seem to be randomly placed, leaving the

reader frequently confused.

1
The writing lacks coherence; organization seems
haphazard and disjointed.  Even after rereading, the
reader remains confused.  The writing is characterized
by
 a lack of effective sequencing.
 a failure to provide an identifiable beginning, body

and/or ending.
 a lack of transitions.
 pacing that is consistently awkward; the reader

feels either mired down in trivia or rushed along too
rapidly.

 a lack of organization which ultimately obscures or
distorts the main point.
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Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 1

Score point 1 – Organization seems haphazard . The
writer fails to provide an identifiable beginning, body,
and ending. The main point is obscured.
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Score point 2 – The writing lacks a clear organizational structure . The
response has an extremely undeveloped beginning and ending . The
writer has a lack of transitions, and those what are used are ineffective
and repetitious.

Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 2
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Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 3A
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Score point 3 – An attempt has been made to organize the writing; however the
overall structure is skeletal and inconsistent .  For instance, the use of numbering
within the paragraphs tends to call attention to the rigid format. The order and
relationship of details are occasionally unclear . Paragraph two begins with “Two
more reasons we should have ribs…” This is confusing because it is the first
time the idea of “ribs” is mentioned beyond the first paragraph. The beginning
and ending are present but are und eveloped or obvious.

Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 3B
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Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 4A
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Score point 4 – Organization is clear and coherent. Order and structure
are, however, formulaic. “First,” “Next,” “Last,” and “As you can see…”
are quite predictable. The body is easy to follow and details fit where
placed. The response has a recognizable beginning and clear sequencing.

Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 4B
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Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 5A
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Score point 5 – The order and structure are strong and move the reader through
the text. The paper has an inviting beginning and a satisfying sense of closure . It
also boasts effective sequencing and details that fit where placed. The use of
transitions in paragraphs two and three are noted: “Also since...,” “In
addition…,” and “So my next…” This response is a good example of avoiding
the formulaic organization that appears in the 4 paper .

Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 5B
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Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 6A



                       Arizona Department of Education Page 12 of 12                                                                         January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 6 Sample Test Writing Prompt

Score point 6 – The order and structure are compelling and move the
reader through the text easily. The paper has a strong, inviting
beginning and a strong, satisfying sense of closure . The smooth,
effective transitions among all elements allows the reader to enjoy the
creative sequencing. The lead-ins for paragraphs two and three are
especially noteworthy.

Grade 6 Writing Organization – Score Point 6B


